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AUTHORITY, AN ALOGICALLY CONSIDERED. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 815.) 
Tae fundamental difference between the position assumed by Christian 


theologians and that maintained by the Latter-day Saints is that in the 
former a “church” in one case and a literature in the other are said to be 
the ‘sole répositories of divine truth; whilst in the latter it is claimed:-that 
as all truth is divine no body of men, no sect nor literature ean arrogate 
to itself a proprietorship over that which is universal, that there are cer- 
tain divine laws which have eternally existed, obedience to which is 
necessary, in order to place the individual in the path of eternal progres- 
sion. It is further pointed out that the basic laws referred to are those 
which our Savior re-established during the period of his terrestrial ministry 
—in other words beautifully expressed by a leadeg-of the Church: “The 
principles of the Gospel gre the essence of the laws of God.” Obedienc 
to these’ principles regenerates the one who obeys, and causes him to 
assume to a full extent the responsibilities involved by the knowledge of 
the Fatherhood of God, and the Brotherhood of Man. 

It will be at once perceived that the claim here set forth is vastly 
different’ from that of the others we have mentioned—so different, in fact, 


as to justify the assumption that if the position can be maintained, then. 


the others have a very questionable right to be considered Christian at 
all!—unless indeed Christianity should prove to consist in a mere verbal 
profession of faith, unaccompanied by any tangible demonstration of the 
effect of the active enforcement of those Jaws which Christ Himself was 
so strenuous in proclaiming. 

Before applying the crucial test which we have to the others, it will be 
necessary to refer briefly to some salient points in connection with the 
Gospel and upon which the demonstration of its truth depends. Pre- 
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suming that the precise nature of the “principles of the Gospel” had 
ceased to be known and that it was the Divine purpose to restore this 
knowledge, what kind of instrument, reasoning by analogy, would God be 
likely to make use-of, in order to fulfil His purposes? Obviously a revela- 
tion to be most effective should come to some human being most liable to 
be receptive and, at the same time, one not puffed up by vain learning 
and therefore likely to transmit the sacred message p/us some of his ter- 
restrial erudition. Who is the most likely to be such an one Luther, 
Pius IX, Wesley, Swedenborg, or Joseph Smith? Leo XIII, Archbishop 
Benson, or Wilford Woodruff? Can there be any doubt that the meek and 
patient Joseph and Wilford, ready at all times to give God the glory for 
their achievements, would. be the ones chosen? ‘We have this treasure 
in earthen ‘vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us,” says St. Paul. The sunlight shining through the medium of 
the atmosphere—the everlasting truth in the fragile receptacle—-these are 
the conditions that analogy demands—the water of life trickling through 
the mould to feed the roots of beauty and of good. 

There is therefore a strong presumptive evidence that these instruments 
were chosen as vehicles through which the “essence of the laws” may be 
authoritatively administered, provided all other things correspond exactly. 

What is the test of a-true prophet? If he comes to us with the “Word 
of the Lord” and instead of engaging in the pedantic polemics of drilled 
ecclesiasts, communicates the simple yet solemn message that causes us 
to tear away the veil which hides our inward selves; if instead of conjur- 
ing images of his own, he gives us the pure word of God, and by so doing 
enables us to behold ourselves as we have been, as we are, as we ought to 
be—as we shall be; if he wakes us from our condition of selfish turpitude 
and influences us to enter upon the thorny paths, to do the tasks and bear 
the burdens of our sorrowing humanity, with meekness and compassion; 
if he unlocks the past and lifts us by the light of a trusting love, causing 
our souls to well up with the grandeur of the conception of the infinite 
possibilities of the future—then must we be assured that he, clothed with 
divine authority, is duly commissioned to admit us as members of God’s 
Theocracy—a conception of society that is not hampered by any miserable 
sectarian limits and which embraces in the compass of its divine sway, not 
a sect or a nation, but the world in its whole breadth and long drama: 
the only conditions are the humble heart, the contrite spirit, and obedience 
to divine law—the final outcome of this grand conception of our human 
life being its gradual merging into the kingdom of God. 

Let us now turn and examine the doctrines in the same manner and see 
whether the test-marks of Unity, Sanctity, Universality, and Apostolicity 
are borne by it. 

(1) Unrry. The claim to unity is based upon: 

(2) The common paternity of the whole human family. 

(6) The possession of the same Spirit of Truth that has ever pervaded 
the laws of God. 

(c) The acknowledged, and, adhered to intention, at all times and in all 
places, to “prove all things” and “hold fast that which is good.” 
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(d) The unalterable desire to assimilate all truth in every branch of 
science, art, and philosophy, and to discard all error no matter whence it 
comes. 

(2) Sanority. The claim to sanctity is based upon: 

(a) The direct and immediate contact with God Himself which i is tho 
right and privilege of every member of the human family who has sub- 
scribed to His laws and observed His ordinances, through the mediating 
atonement of Jesus Christ. | 

(6) The practical application in life of those forces of Faith, Charity, 
and Love that formed the sole motive of every action of the Son of God. 

(c) The belief and practice of being “honest, true, chaste, smear, 
virtuous, and in doing good to all men.” 

(3) Untversauity. This claim is based upon: 

(a) The universality and immutability of God’s laws in 1 this and all 
other ages. 

(5) The administration of these laws by those holding authority to do 
so, and the consequent “universality” of result due to the same in this as 
in any other period of the history of Truth. 

(4) Apostoticiry. The claim to Apostolicity is based upon: 

(a) The possession of the identical organization and officers as the 
Apostolic Church. 

(5) The holding of the same Priesthood or authority. 

(c) .The belief in the same gifts and blessings obtained in prociecly the 
same way. 

(dq) The absolute similarity in every generality as well as in all the 
minutiae that distinguished the Gospel plan in the days of the Savior. 

(e) The fact that in no jot or tittle are the doctrines of the Apostles 
tampered with or obscured, but that the same are re-enunciated and 
restored. in all their pristine vigor and purity. 

The above are but a few of the numberless points of indentification 
between the religion of the Latter-day Saints better described as “Verit- 
ism” or the “ism” of all truth, and the principles of law as laid down by 
the, Apostles and handed down the cycles of history from the origin of our 
planet. This is a great age but the greatest factor in its greatness is, un- 
doubtedly, the existence of the organization through which once again God 
has revealed this presence and His laws The Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
thus seen to be an admixture of natural religion in which man finds God, 
and revealed religion in which God finds man. But the disclosure must 
be something given, not something found. Being given it must necessarily 
be distributed through the one channel which God has selected, and thou- 
sands of His servants are to-day seeking the honest searcher after divine 
law in every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, there to give into his 
keeping a portion of the power they bear—a power which will unlock the 
portals of God’s kingdom. 

Although it is called the “Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,” 
yet it is no Church as the term is commonly used. The truth cannot be 
circumscribed by human conditions and there are uo geographical limits to 


the religion of humanity and of God. Geo. F. PHILurs. 
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NHURSDAY; DECEMBER 26, 1898. 
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“THE “MONROE DOOTRINE. - 


Jad 


political of ‘England the United Seares has Mew 
overcast by the effects of a: message sent:to Congress by President Cleve- 
land on. the 17th imst., relative to a dispute that has been pending for 
some time between Great Britain and Venezuela, one of the South Ameri- — 
can republics. -The meéssage has drawn forth almost unlimited newspaper 
comments in all parts ofthe world, some in favor of, and others against, 
the principles involved. From dispatches, it-appears that with the exéep: 
tion of the New York journals, néarly all-the American papers, regardléss 
of. party politics, are in sympathy with’ the President, while the English 
and Continental publications almost bim for what 
they term an unwise and hasty step: © 

That Congress ‘takes sides with Mr. Cleveland is ieee bp the fact that 
almost immediately after receiving his message the House of Representa- — 
tives passe by‘acclamation, and amidst great applause, a bill in accord- 
ance with his recommendations, and forwarded the same to the Senate, 
which approved it, and it ecqate a ate by the President's signing it on 
the 

The trouble hes grown out ot a SeiiesBanes' between the repre- 
- sentétives of the two governments in relation to a boundary line diffi- 
culty,.in connection with the possessions of England in what is‘known as 
British .Guiana, Venezuela disputing: Great Britain’s right to a part of 
the country ‘claimed. Mr. Olney, the American Secretary’ of State, last 
July. wrote to the English government requesting the latter to submit the 
matter to arbitration. The answer of Lord Salisbury declining this pro-- 
position so far as a certain portion of the territory claimed’ is concerned, 
reached Washington a few days previous to the date of ‘this special mes: 
sage to Congress, and the result is that the peace relationssojong subsisting ) 
between the.two countries threaten to be'seriously disturbed. 

There is.a certain principle considered by the citizens'’of the United 
States as their guide in dealing with foreign powers when any soil on the 
American Continent comes into controversy. It was announced by Presi- 
dent James Monroe in one of his annual messages to Congress, and, from 
this circumstance, has since been known as the “Monroe’ Doctrine.” 
The following extracts from his' message explain in brief what it is: 
When :“the rights and interests of the United States are involved, that 
the American continents * * are henceforth not to be con- 
sidered as subjects for future colonization by any European-powers  * 
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ae With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European 
power we have not interfered and shall not interfere. But with the 
governments who have declared their independence and maintained it, 
and whose independence we have * * * acknowledged, 
we could not view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing them,, 
or controlling in any other mannér their destiny, by any European power, 
in any other light than as the manifestation of an un friendly ceapetitinn: 
towards the United States.” 

The Anserican Government seems to think that i in the present inatance 
this principle has been disregarded by Great Britain, while on the other 
hand the latter power asserts that such is not the case; but that its owner- 
ship to the ground in question has remained undisputed at least since 
1848, and consequently it feels under no obligation to submit even to. 
arbitration in the matter: some of the English papers go farther than this, 
and question the soundness of the “Monroe Doctrine,” stating that it 
originated in the United States and has not been received. as 4 principle 
of international law. It. is so firmly grounded in the American. people, 
however, that it is certain they would fight rather than knowingly submit 
to its infringement. 

Many of the English papers consider Mr. Cleveland’s attitude to have 
been inspired by political motives, while others regard it in a more serious 
light. The French papers, though evidently sympathizing with England, 
are of the opinion that the good sense of the statesmen in London and 
Washington will prevent a war. One of them says that such an event 
would be a crime against humanity and civilization. 

Whatever the causes for disturbance, it cannot but be hoped by all that 
so great a calamity as a war between the two foremost English-speaking 
nations will be averted. At present there need be no immediate apprehen- 
sion, as it is,a long way from the breaking off of friendly relations to an 
open rupture. . War is a terrible thing in any case, and is especially to be 
deplored when engaged in by peoples who have sprung from a common ~ 
ancestry and whose interests are so untiniately connected as are those of 
England and the United States.. While each feels bound to sustain its 
national dignity, yet it would be preferable for them to seek peace; by 
mutual concessions, than to indulge in a contest which could be only disas- 
trous to both. B 


LaTER events indicate that the excitement is fast subsiding, and the 
better class of men are calling for calm consideration and dejiberate pro-.. 
ceedings. One of the most peaceful speeches in connection with the 
situation was given by Mr. Bayard the American Ambassador in. London, 
at the Actors’ Fund dinner last week. Among other things he said in 
response to the toast “Our Friends across the Sea.”—To-night we stand | 
upon common ground. There is no war between us. It has disappeared 
absolutely. I thank God that there are some things that cannot be 
divided, that men must hold in common. There have been many. judg- 
ments rendered in the judicial courts; but never was there a judgment 
that so affected the heart of men as the judgment that was rendered by 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” It cannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 

1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


CoNFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
and 6 p.m. : 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival] in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added two his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity way be admitted 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these cunventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platform inviting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical with a comparative 
test not only of the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it is in doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth cumes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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tive to diligence among .the Latter-day Saints, especially the rising gener- 
ation; for while among their fellow-men many will follow after false lights, 
the indications are that there are still many who will recognize the trath 
when presented, and will embrace it with gladness.—Gxo. Q: CANNON, 
Instructor. 


UTAH NEWS. 
( Summarised from Territorial papers. ) 
as company called’ the Price River Reservoir and Irrigation Company has been incor- 
porated lately for the purpose of increasing the water supply by means of reservoirs, étc., 


in Carbon County. One million dollars is named as the amount of capital stock, which _ 
has been subscribed by men from Chicago, Salt: Lake City, Price, and Fairview. 


The majority vote in favor of the constitution was 23,618. There were over 2,000 votes 
that were not counted on either side on account of neither the ‘‘yes” nor the ‘‘no” 
having been scratched out. It is presumed that nearly all of thesejwere intended to vote 
in ‘favor of statehood. Asit now r stands there was less than a fifth of the entire vote 
againat statehood. 

One of United States Court Commissioners in Salt Lake City, has recently decided 
that boys who constantly play truant: may be compelled to attend school, or Le sent to the 
Reform School. The case was brought up by the City Superintendent’s complaining 
against two boys who have repeatedly staid out of school against the wishes of their anal } 
ents and the school officials. , : 


POBTRY. 
GOD’S MUSIC. 


Since ever the world was fashioned, Now in a chorus of thunder, 
Water and air and sod, Now in a cadence low. 
A music of divers meaning 
‘Has flowed from the hand of God. He ame the waving flower-bells, 
oak sy on the woodland streams 
In valley and gorge and u pland, A r song—like a mother 


On stormy mountain hetgh Sings to her child in dreams. 
He makes Him a harp in t be forest, 
, He sweeps the chords with might, But the music divinest and dearest, 
Since ever the years began, 
He puts forth His hand to the ocean, Is the manifold passionate music 
e, speaks and the waters flow — He.draws from the heart of man! 


F. E. WeatHerty, in Public Opimon. 


DIBD 


Rosrysox:—In the Fifth Ward, Salt Lake City, Utah, November 30, 1895, of general 
debility, Mary Harriet Osborn Robinson, wife of J eremiah L. Robinson, born at Bille- 
ricay, Essex, England, June 16, 1833. She emigrated to Utah May 6, 1866. 


| 

Analogically Considered ... 817 Birmingham Conference 822 
Editorial Revival in Religious 822 
The . 820 Utah News... ... 824 
Editorial Note... . 821 Poetry: God's Music ... 824 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED BY ANTHON H. LUND, 42 ISLINGTON, 
LIVERPOOL. 


FOR SALE ALSO IN ALL THE CONFERENCES OF THE CHURCH IN 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


. 
- 
i] 
7 
x 
. 
. 
a 


823 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” It cannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 

1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
and 6 p.m. 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a@ sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added to his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity may be admitted 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these conventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platfurm inviting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical with a comparative 
test not only of: the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. - 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it isin doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” Itcannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— | 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 

1 think the time is suitable .to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I the#®fore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
‘hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
and 6 p.m. . 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added to his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief in»portance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity may be admitted 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these conventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platfurm inviting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical] with a comparative 
test not only of: the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

_ We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it isin doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” It cannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do-not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly.recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; : 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 

1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
and 6 p.m. . 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added to his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity way be admitied 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these conventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platfurm inviting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical with a comparative 
test not only of the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it isin doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death w decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” It cannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 

Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 

And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 
1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
and 6 p.m. 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added to his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity way be admitted 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these conventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And astriking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platfurm inViting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical with a comparative 
test not only of: the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it isin doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” It cannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 

1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


BrmMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter's Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
and 6 p.m. 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a@ sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added two his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity may be admitied 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these cunventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platfurm inviting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical with a comparative 
test not only of: the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it isin doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” It cannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other sideé@f the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 

1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 


and 6 p.m. 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference; there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added to his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity may be admitied 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these conventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, byt rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platfurm inviting enough for all] sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical with a comparative 
test not only of: the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it isin doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” It cannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage... * * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here: Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. 

1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” 


BrkMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice —The Birmingham Conference will be 
held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, January 19, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 
and 6 p.m. . 


REVIVAL IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY. 


Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that al] these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 
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tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added two his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity may be admitted 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these conventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platform inviting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptica] with a comparative 
test not only of: the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it is in doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 
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the wisest of men when the false mother and the true mother met to 
decide the fate of the child, and it was proposed by the wise king that the 
child should be put to death wo decide the ownership. Gentleman, it 
cannot be. The heart of humanity rang out when it said “Let the child 
live.” Itcannot be. There are children of the brain and children of the 
heart. There.are the children born of the common ancestry, of the com- 
mon language, and I do not think they will be permitted to die because 
of the false parentage. * _ * * The phrase “kindred be- 
yond the seas” was attributed to an illustrious and venerable statesman 
of this country—Mr. Gladstone. I will consider that I am speaking for 
the other side of the Atlantic, and for that friendship of our race. For 
this I will answer—I will answer for my kindred and for your kindred 
beyond the seas. The notion of domicile is where a man’s home is; and I 
will ask you as English-speaking actors whether your home is really in 
the United States or here. Your home is not less here than it is across 
the Atlantic. It is not more here than it is there. There isa phrase used 
by Mr. Gladstone in his article “Our kith and kin beyond the seas” which 
I would gladly recall at this moment. I do not know whether he is the 
author of that phrase “our kith and kin,” but he was the first that 
employed the phrase, and I fervently trust that he will not be the last to 
employ it. In that article he used the couplet :— 
Whea love unites, wide space divides in vain; 
And hands may clasp across the spreading main. ‘ 

1 think the time is suitable to repeat those words. No profession can 
speak them so well as yours. None can speak them so well in the name 
of your country, and of my country, as the profession that is domiciled 
in both countries, and I therefore ask you to join with me in wishing that 
“hands may clasp across the spreading main.” | 
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Is the world about to witness a great revival in religious activity and 
results? The question is suggested by a comparison of the commonly 
accepted idea that the inhabitants of this globe were waxing in unbelief, 
with the notable religious work which the current year has shown. In- 
stead of increasing indifference, there seems to have seem exceeding zeal 
in all lines of religious action. During no period of equal length has there 
been such a vast number of conferences and other events; and a review 
of these gatherings is calculated at first sight to upset the prevailing 
notion that the human conscience had become, or was becoming, dead to 
the influences of religion. 

Not that all these conferences and re-unions, however, warrant as 
firm a hope for the world’s reformation as their various adherents pre- 


ay 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 823 


tend to entertain! Out of the thirty or forty conventions, councils, 
and so forth, held in the month of October by as many different sects 
and denominations, there was no doubt a liberal exhibition of truth, 
charity, and brotherly love. But to an unbeliever in any of the creeds 
represented, there must have seemed a terrible confusion, and if he were 
a@ sincere seeker after salvation, the signs of religious awakening which 
others have regarded with so much pleasure would have but added two his 
perplexity and doubt. While all these gatherings and conventions had an 
interest and a value to religionists generally, their chief importance was 
to the organizations represented by them. Christianity may be admitted 
to be a strong and vital force in the country, and these meetings may have 
proved it. But the searcher after pure truth must be permitted to ask, 
“What is Christianity, and which of these cunventions was authorized to 
present, and did present, the true Guspel of salvation?” If any of them 
had the truth, the others in so far as they differed from it must be in 
error. And a striking feature of the present drift of religious thought is 
not that the creeds should come together, but rather that they should pull 
further apart. In recent years there has been a hope that breadth and 
fraternity might unite on a platfurm inviting enough for all sectarians to 
stand upon; but alas, the present season has seen this idea utterly scouted 
by the most liberal of the churches, and to-day there is less prospect of a 
reconciliation than ever. This naturally increases the difficulties in the 
way of the searcher after truth, who, if left to his own resources and his 
own wisdom, would be in a sad quandary indeed. 

One event of the religious history of the month is of a more cheering 
character, however. It is the presenting of facts, and in many cases by 
former scoffers, which tend to prove the authenticity of the Bible. Recent 
discoveries are in the nature of ancient literatures of the time of the 
patriarchs and of Moses, and they supply the sceptical with a comparative 
test not only of: the antiquity but of the truth of the biblical record. 
From these it appears that the earlier portion of the sacred volume, com- 
monly attributed to Moses, was only a part or a fragment of an extensive 
literature; this much has recently been admitted by a noted unbeliever 
who until lately wrote and preached against the reliability of the Bible at 
all; and comparisons with the newly discovered material prove a great 
many of the actual incidents with which the Book is filled. It is a some- 
what unexpected but none the less proper incident that whereas the Bible 
has in the past done a great deal for science, science now in turn has taken 
occasion to return the compliment by doing something for the Bible and 
by presenting proofs which leave absolutely without excuse those who 
intelligently and wilfully reject it. 

We allude to the foregoing matters for two reasons: one is, that our 
readers may see the opportunities that now exist in the world, groping as 
it isin doubt and darkness, for presenting the true, pure Gospel which 
carries with it its own proof to the hearts of the believers; the other is 
that our readers may realize -how fast history is being made nowadays, 
how swiftly old theories are being overturned, and how completely sound 
and beautiful the truth comes out of every ordeal. There is every incen- 


